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Paving the Way for Sustainable 
Development through

Promotion of Science, Technology and Innovation as a means 
to fast track socio-economic development

Mobilization of Scientific and Technological Resources 
through South-South Cooperation

Capacity-Building of Member States through a Network
 of S&T Centres of Excellence



MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Modern scientific and technological advancements have 
expedited the process of development in the recent 
decades like never before. Humans have been 
industrious throughout their existence on this planet, 
duly ensuring subsistence for their species through the 
harshest of times in the history. Self-interest is perhaps 
what enabled humanity to survive in the best way 
possible over the centuries, bringing it to a stage where 
today the world is at what can be safely called a high-
point in S&T development and intellectual growth. 
However, the fruits of growth and advancement are not 
equally distributed throughout the world, resulting in a 
divide we now dub as 'the North' and 'the South'.

South-South cooperation is an excellent example of how self-interest based on the 
identification of common problems could help the developing countries in achieving 
common objectives. Based on such a premise was the establishment of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS) that materialized from a vision of pooling S&T resources to jointly meet 
the needs of developing countries that, in turn, could gradually come at par with the 
developed nations. 
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The visionaries who helped create COMSATS had a clear understanding of what they wanted the 
organization to achieve, which was later encapsulated in its objectives. In summation, COMSATS 
is focused on fostering efforts for socio-economic development in its Member States – a 
development that is S&T-led, sustainable in true sense of the word, and is based on mutual interests. 
COMSATS, thus, is an apex forum with political backing and policy foresight from a Heads of 
State-level Commission and ministerial Consultative Committee, as well as a Network of S&T/ 
R&D and higher education institutions sharing scientific and technological expertise in areas most 
relevant to developmental needs. Based on a mutually beneficial interdependence, the horizons of 
COMSATS' stakeholders can gradually grow beyond the South. All countries and institutions 
sharing COMSATS' vision of a stronger and more developed South are welcome to join the 
organization.

COMSATS Secretariat would continue to play with full commitment its due role for realizing the 
vision of its forefathers. This document is intended to provide a succinct yet comprehensive 
overview of the organization and its activities to all stakeholders, based on which they would 
hopefully feel encouraged to support the organization's operations.  

Dr. S.M. Junaid Zaidi, H.I., S.I.
Executive Director COMSATS
Islamabad, April 2017

Building of COMSATS 
Secretariat located 
in Islamabad, Pakistan
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INTRODUCTION

The Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable 
Development in the South (COMSATS) is an 
intergovernmental organization striving for the sustainable 
socio-economic uplift of the developing counties through 
judicious use of science and technology. It is an apex forum of 
the developing countries having Heads-of-State/ 
Government of the Member States as Commission members. 
South-South cooperation is the major mechanism adopted by 
the organization to achieve its objectives. Hon. Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo, President of Republic of Ghana, is the 
i n c u m b e n t  C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  C O M S AT S .  T h e  
Secretariat/Headquarters of the organization is permanently 
located in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Chairperson of COMSATS
Hon. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo

President of Republic of Ghana

A delegate signing the 
Foundation Agreement 
of COMSATS
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The idea of establishing a high-level Commission on Science and Technology as an apex body for 
countries of the South was conceived by Pakistani Nobel Laureate, Prof. Dr. Abdus Salam, in view 
of the increasingly widening gap of scientific know-how between the North and the South leading 
to persistent disparities of economic strengths. The establishment of COMSATS was based on the 
understanding that sustainable socio-economic development in the South cannot be achieved 
without building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and technology, and that the 
strengthening of South-South and North-South cooperation is necessary for the generation and 
sustenance of such capacities. 

Prof. Salam's enthusiasm and personal contacts motivated a number of Heads of State/Government 
of developing nations to join hands for the establishment of the Commission. The then Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, H.E. Mrs. Benazir Bhutto, agreed to the proposal of Prof. Salam and gave her 

th th consent to host the foundation meeting of COMSATS on 4 and 5 October 1994, in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, which was organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), Government 
of Pakistan, in collaboration with Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) (now known as The 
World Academy of Sciences) and the Third World Network of Scientific Organizations (TWNSO) 
(renamed as the Consortium on Science, Technology and Innovation for the South (COSTIS)). The 
organization was mandated to work for science-led socio-economic uplift of the developing 
countries through appropriate applications of science and technology. 

H.E. Mrs. Benazir Bhutto, 
the then Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, making address 
at the foundation meeting 
of COMSATS
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The Prime Minister of Pakistan was elected as the first Chairperson of COMSATS. The 
incumbent Chairperson, Hon. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, President of Republic of 

ndGhana, was elected during the 2  General Meeting of the Commission (16-17 April 2012, 
rdIslamabad, Pakistan) and re-elected during the 3  General Meeting of the Commission (27-

28 October 2015, Accra, Ghana). 

Participants of the 
Foundation Meeting 
of COMSATS
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MEMBER STATES

COMSATS currently comprises of 24 developing countries located in the 
continents of Africa, Asia and Latin America. These countries have 
diverse social, cultural, economic, political, and educational 
backgrounds, and also differ greatly in their scientific and technological 
potentials. The membership of COMSATS is open to all developing 
countries. 
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OBJECTIVES

COMSATS has the following mission and broad objectives:

?? To sensitize the countries in the South to the 
centrality of science and technology in the 
development process, to the adequate resource 
allocation for research and development, and to the 
integration of science and technology in the national 
and regional development plans;

?? To support the functioning and activities of the 
Network of International Science and Technology 
Centres of Excellence for Sustainable Development 
in the South, established at the foundation meeting 
of the Commission;

?? To support other major initiatives designed to 
promote indigenous capacity in science and 
technology for  sc ience- led susta inable  
development, and to help mobilise long-term 
financial support from international donor agencies 
and from Government/Institutions in the North and 
the South to supplement the financing of 
international scientific projects in the South;

?? To provide leadership and support for North-South 
and South-South cooperative schemes in education, 
training and research, such as the proposal to set up 
programmes of scholarships for research at centres 
of excellence in the South; and

?? To support the relevant programmes and initiatives 
of major scientific organizations working for the 
development and promotion of science and 
technology in the South.

Commission Member from Host Country of COMSATS

Prime Minister of Islamic Republic of Pakistan
H.E. Mr. Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif

A technical session of the 
nd2  General Meeting of the

Commission (2012,
Islamabad, Pakistan)
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

COMSATS' operations are performed through a 
simple but effective organizational structure that is 
comprised of the following statutory bodies: 

a) The General Meeting of the Commission;

b) The Consultative Committee;

c) The Network of International Science and 
Technology Centres of Excellence for 
Sustainable Development in the South; and 

d) The Secretariat of the Commission (also the 
Headquarters of the Network).

Head of Focal Ministry in Host Country of COMSATS
H.E. Mr. Rana Tanveer Hussain 

Federal Minister for Science and Technology
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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a) The General Meeting of the Commission

The Commission, comprising of the Heads of State/Government of COMSATS' twenty-four member 
countries, is the apex body of the organization, which formulates the overall policy and provides political 
support of the Member States for the working of the organization.

The first General Meeting of the Commission was held in 1994 that led to the establishment of COMSATS 
itself. Since then two more meetings have been held in Islamabad (April 2012), and Accra (October 2015), 
respectively. The members may appoint nominees to attend the meeting of the Commission, which is to be 
held at least once during a period of three years. The Inter-governmental Agreement stipulates the election 
of a new Chairperson from amongst the Member States every three years on rotation basis.

Chairperson COMSATS Consultative Committee
Mr. Fazal Abbas Maken

Federal Secretary
Ministry of Science and Technology

Islamic Republic of Pakistan

      b) The Consultative Committee

c) The Network of International S&T Centres of 
Excellence

The Consultative Committee of COMSATS comprises of the 
national “Focal Points”, which are the designated relevant 
Ministries of Member States of COMSATS. The Focal Point of the 
Member State hosting COMSATS Secretariat is the ex-officio 
Chairperson of the Committee. The Committee is empowered to 
make decisions on all matters affecting the Commission and the 
Network, in the light of policy guidelines adopted by the General 
Meeting. 

COMSATS' major source of scientific and technological strength stems from its Network of International 
S&T Centres of Excellence. The Network was established during the Foundation Meeting of COMSATS with 
the objective of assisting the countries of the South to build and sustain a critical mass of world-class scientists 
and technologists and to utilize their expertise for expediting science-led sustainable development. 

COMSATS' Network currently comprises of 20 highly reputed 
centres/universities of science and technology in the South. These 
Centres of Excellence have outstanding scientific capacity to participate 
in the exchange of scientific know-how and sharing of technologies. 
COMSATS' Member States have been greatly benefiting from the 
Network through capacity-building activities,  such as short and long 
trainings; seminars, workshops and symposia; postgraduate 
scholarships; faculty and expert-exchange; technical meetings and other 
joint scientific programmes linked to socio-economic development. 
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The Network consists of the following Organs:

The Coordinating Council comprises of the Heads of 
COMSATS' Centres of Excellence. The Coordinating 
Council makes rules and regulations governing its own 
procedures, and approves the programmes and budget of the 
Network and the Secretariat. The Council meets once a year. 

The Technical Advisory Committee comprises of 10 
internationally renowned experts. The nominations for this 
Committee are made by The World Academy of Sciences 
(TWAS) and approved by the Coordinating Council. The 
Committee provides expert opinions and technical foresight 
for various programmes and activities of the Network, in 
view of the rapidly changing global environment expanding, 
technological frontiers and new challenges for South.

The Coordinating Council

The Technical Advisory Committee

Chairperson COMSATS Coordinating Council
Prof. Dr. Ashraf Shaalan

President, National Research Centre (NRC), Egypt

d) The Secretariat of the Commission (also the Headquarters of 
the Network)

COMSATS Secretariat, permanently based in Islamabad (Pakistan) performs the 
dual function of being the Secretariat to the Commission, as well as the 
Headquarters to the International Network of S&T Centres of Excellence. 

The Secretariat/Headquarters is headed by an Executive Director, appointed by 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. The Executive Director is assisted by a Management 
Committee for decision making on the technical, administrative, financial and 
policy matters of the Secretariat. The Executive Director is the Secretary to the 
Commission, the Consultative Committee and the Coordinating Council. The 
incumbent also chairs the Board of Management of COMSATS Internet Services 
(CIS), Pakistan, and the Board of Governors of COMSATS Institute of 
Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan.
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THRUST AREAS

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)

Internet Security

Natural Products Sciences

Agriculture, Food Security and Biotechnology

Climate Change and Environmental Protection

Nanotechnology

Materials Science

Mathematical Modeling

Construction Materials

Renewable Energies

Science Diplomacy

S&T Policy and National Innovation Systems



FLAGSHIP PROJECTS

In the early years of its operations, COMSATS launched 
three projects in the host country of its Secretariat. These 
projects involved provision of reliable Internet services, 
high-quality education in information technology, and 
utilization of Internet as a means of delivering healthcare 
services. These pioneering initiatives, two of which have 
become full-fledged institutions, are designated as 'Flagship 
Projects' of COMSATS. 

Realizing the importance of high-quality I.T education in the process of creating 'Information 
Society', COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT) was established as a project in 
1998. The Institute has now become a major public-sector university with fully functional 
campuses in 7 cities of Pakistan, as well as a virtual campus. Currently, it has an enrolment of 
more than 36,000 students with more than 3,200 qualified faculty members. The total number of 
graduates produced by CIIT since its inception is 41,151. There are 97 degree programmes being 
offered by the university.   

COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan

A scientist working 
at the laboratory 
of CIIT, Pakistan

Main Campus 
of CIIT, Pakistan 
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CIIT was ranked among top 601-800 world universities in TIMES Higher Education (THE) 
World Universities Rankings 2016-17, and at Number one in Pakistan. CIIT was also ranked 

th137  in the prestigious TIMES Higher Education BRICS & Emerging Economies Rankings 
2017. During 2014-2016, CIIT was ranked among top 250 universities of Asia by QS Asian 
University Rankings. Further, Higher Education Commission (HEC) ranked CIIT at number 3 
in the 'General Category' and at number 6 among 'overall universities' in 2016, and top university 

ndin 'Computer Science and Information Technology' in 2012 besides being ranked 2  in the 
'research publications' category in 2015. 

CIIT offers scholarships to 
s tudents  f rom COMSATS'  
Member Countries, for studies at 
i t s  v a r i o u s  c a m p u s e s  
(www.comsats.edu.pk).

CIIT’s students attending 
Convocation

A researcher at 
CIIT, Pakistan 
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COMSATS Internet Services (CIS), Pakistan

COMSATS Internet Services (CIS) is the pioneer Internet Service Provider (ISP) of Pakistan operating 
since 1996. It has operations in 17 cities of the country. CIS is a diversified ISP offering a number of core 
and value-added services. At present, CIS offers nine different branded services known as 'The Colors of 
CIS'. These include, Tornado™ (Wireless links), Comspeed™ (Fiber connectivity), and Hawaii™ 
(domain, hosting, and VPS); and value-added services: Hurricane™ (On-demand broadband), Prism™ 
(Website development), Viacon™ (Video-conferencing), Comtrain™ (IT training), and Commeeting™ 
(Web conferencing).

CIS has customers all over the country including individuals, government organizations, private 
enterprises, foreign missions, and educational institutions. With an experience of over 19 years as an ISP 
and of data center operations, CIS can provide consultancy and training services to institutions in 
COMSATS' member countries that may wish to launch any of the services offered by CIS in Pakistan.

Comclinic™ (Tele-health) launched in April 2013 offers Internet-based free tele-medicine service for 
patients in rural areas of Pakistan. CIS has established a network of 13 Tele-Health clinics, located in the 
rural areas of Islamabad, Swabi, Peshawar, Lahore, Multan, Quetta, Khairpur, Gwadar and Musakhail. 
These clinics are linked with the CIS Tele-Health Centre in Islamabad, where a panel of doctors is 
available to provide specialized consultations on gynecology, cardiology, dermatology, and pediatrics to 
the patients. So far, CIS has provided a total of 45,000 tele-consultations, including 21,800 Ultra 
Sonography (Tele-USG). Tele-Health services in rural areas have been warmly welcomed and 
appreciated by the local community as well as the concerned health departments. (www.comsats.net.pk).

thParticipants of 19  
Coordinating Council 
Meeting visiting the 
facilities at CIS
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COMSATS eHealth Programme

The eHealth activities of COMSATS are another 
example of the significant achievements made by 
COMSATS over the years, whereby the socio-
economic benefits are being passed on to the 
marginalized communities of the remote and 
inaccessible areas of Pakistan. Since the pilot phase of 
its eHealth Programme in Gujar Khan (2001), 
COMSATS has been actively playing its role in the 
development of Tele-health in Pakistan. Full scale Tele-
health services are now being provided in Skardu for the 
Northern Areas of Pakistan and in Zhob for the less 
developed areas of Balochistan. Thousands of patients 
have benefitted from the tele-consultations given by 
medical specialists under this programme. In order to 
further support COMSATS' eHealth activities, a 
comprehensive web-portal to maintain and transfer 
patient data has been developed by COMSATS' eHealth 
team. This is the first of its kind web-based software in 
Pakistan, which has been specifically developed for 
Tele-health purposes.

Tele-consultations 
taking place

 Main objectives of COMSATS eHealth Programme are to:
 
?Promote the use of latest ICTs for enhanced access to better 

healthcare for the populations of marginalized/remote areas of 
Pakistan;

?Utilize COMSATS' experience in tele-health and replicate its 
services in other parts of Pakistan and other Member States; and

?Build the capacity of healthcare professionals serving 
marginalized communities in remote areas.
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International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada; Human Development 
Foundation (HDF); Baltistan Health and Education Foundation (BHEF); and eHealth 
Association of Pakistan (eHAP), have been some of the noteworthy partners of COMSATS 
for its eHealth activities. The programme has been a source of inspiration for many eHealth 
projects throughout Pakistan (www.ehealthcomsats.com).

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES

The South-South and North-South cooperation programmes of COMSATS are in 
various cross-cutting themes, including information and communication 
technologies (ICTs), environmental sciences, nanotechnology, biotechnology, 
renewable energy technologies, internet security, mathematical modelling, 
telemedicine, repair and maintenance of scientific instruments, etc. 

Participants of the 
foundation meeting 
of COMSATS ITRG 
on Renewable Energy 
(2016, Zahedan,Iran)
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Discussions during 
ththe 5  meeting of 

COMSATS ITRG 
on Climate Change 
and Environmental 
Protection 
(2016, Beijing, China)

The key programmes and projects of COMSATS are given below:

International Thematic Research Groups (ITRGs) 

COMSATS' ITRGs are undertaking joint research projects in various fields of science and 
technology, in order to jointly address the common issues and challenges facing the socio-
economic development of the Member States. These groups comprise of research scientists 
belonging to COMSATS' Member States and other developing countries. The six ITRGs have 
the following themes:  (i) Information and Communication Technologies (led by CIIT-
Pakistan); (ii) Agriculture, Food Security and Biotechnology (led by IRCC-Sudan); (iii) Natural  
Products Sciences (led by ICCBS-Pakistan); (iv) Climate Change and Environmental 
Protection (led by ICCES-China); (v) Mathematical Modeling (led by NMC-Nigeria);  and (vi) 
Renewable Energy (led by IROST-Iran). Apart from joint research projects, COMSATS' ITRG 
programme provides a platform for expert-exchange and sharing of laboratory resources among 
the member institutions. Moreover, opportunities of short-term trainings are provided to the 
group members in order to build their capacity in the target area and enable them to perform their 
research assignments more effectively. In the cases of ITRG meetings, expert-exchange and 
short-term trainings, the international travel expenses of the group members are covered by 
COMSATS, while local hospitality is provided by the host institution. 
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 National/International Events 

COMSATS has been organizing and sponsoring a number of capacity-building events in 
various themes of S&T of direct relevance to the socio-economic needs of its Member 
States. These events are organized in collaboration with various international partner 
organizations and Centres of Excellence. 

A Poster Presentation Session underway
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rd
?3  International Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Biotechnology, 26-27 

April 2017, Islamabad, Pakistan
th

?6  COMSATS-ISESCO-INIT International Workshop on 'Internet Security: Enhancing 
Information Exchange Safeguards', 19-23 December 2016, Rabat, Morocco

?International Workshop on Nanotechnology for Young Scientists (IWYS-2016), 28-30 
November 2016, Putrajaya, Malaysia

th
?National Seminar on Science Centres and Science Museums, 17  November 2016, 

Islamabad, Pakistan
?Regional Expert Meeting on 'Renewable Related Energy Focusing on Microalgae 

st stTechnology Using Ocean Resources Including Solar and Fuel Cell', 31  Oct. to 1  Nov. 
2016, Zahedan, Iran

?International Conference and Exhibition on Renewable Energy Technologies, 18-20 
October 2016, Islamabad, Pakistan

Some of the recent events organized by COMSATS are listed below:

Participants of the workshop on 
'Extreme Weather and Climate Events' 
(2013) visiting Chinese Meteorological Agency (CMA), Beijing
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Participants of 
the International
Workshop on
Nanotechnology
for Young 
Scientists 
(2016, Putrajaya, 
Malaysia)

nd
?2  International Conference on "Agriculture, Food Security and Biotechnology", 17-

18 October 2016, Khartoum, Sudan
th

?15  CTWF International Symposium on Atmospheric Aerosol, 19-24 September 
2016, Beijing, China

?National Seminar on South-South Cooperation in the Framework of Sustainable 
ndDevelopment Goals, 22  September 2016, Islamabad, Pakistan

rd
?3  International Workshop on Applications of ICTs in Education, Healthcare and 

st stAgriculture, 31  May - 1  June 2016, Amman, Jordan
?National Training Workshop on Repair and Maintenance of Scientific Engineering 

Equipment in Universities, Research Institutions, and Small Scale Industries, 23-27 
May 2016, Enugu, Nigeria

?Regional Workshop on Biosafety and Biosecurity in Life Sciences Research, 26-28 
April 2016, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Postgraduate Scholarships

A number of scholarships are offered through the platform of COMSATS including a 
standing offer of a 100 scholarships at CIIT to students from COMSATS' Member 
Countries. Students of Bangladesh, Ghana, Jordan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria and 
Tanzania have been benefiting from these scholarships.

International 
Students at CIIT, 
Pakistan, serving 
as Interns at 
COMSATS Secretariat

Post-doctoral Fellowships

As part of COMSATS' expert-exchange programme, scientists of the developing 
countries are offered fellowships to work at the Centres of Excellence for short-
term academic/ research activity in relevant fields of S&T. 
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Short-term Training Programmes

With a view to build capacity of the scientific institutions of Member States, the scientists 
and technicians are provided short-term hands-on trainings on a particular instrument at 
relevant Centres of Excellence. In this regard, the travel cost is borne by COMSATS, while 
local hospitality and free-of-cost training is provided by the host Centre. 

A training 
session underway

 Distinguished Professorship Scheme

 Panel of Experts on Science, Technology and Innovation Policy

COMSATS' Distinguished Professorship Scheme aims to build capacity of R&D 
organizations and universities of Member States through invited lectures 
delivered by a group of renowned scientists and professors. In this regard, the 
travel cost of the visiting professor is borne by COMSATS, while local hospitality 
is provided by the host institution. Presently, the group of COMSATS 
Distinguished Professors has expertise in the fields of organic chemistry, 
mathematics and ICTs.

COMSATS' Panel of Experts on Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 
serves as a think-tank providing consultancy to Member States on formulating/ 
reviewing their national policies related to science, technology and innovation.



23

Incentivizing Research and Development: 

 Web-portals 

COMSATS has been a sponsor of Khwarizmi International Award of IROST, Iran, since 1997. 

Cognizant of the need for having easily accessible digital resource of the ongoing research 
activities for S&T cooperation, COMSATS embarked upon the programme of developing 
information gateways in collaboration with its partner organizations. The programme aims to 
facilitate and foster scientific and institutional networking and to bring about socio-economic 
development. In 2006, COMSATS in collaboration with ISESCO, developed the web-portal 
'IWSN' — the Islamic World Science Net (www.icpsr.org.ma). To make the portal more useful and 
enhance its scope, French version of the portal was developed and launched in 2012. The portal 
was maintained till 2016.

In 2001, COMSATS provided its technical expertise to UNIDO for the development of ̀ Industrial 
Information Network (IIN)', a web-portal that aimed to provide one-window operation to small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) for business-to-business transactions. The expertise and 
experience thus gained by COMSATS can be extended to other member countries on request.

Syrian-COMSATS-COMSTECH Information Technology Centre (SCCITC), Damascus, 
Syria

COMSATS established an Information Technology Centre in Damascus, Syria, in collaboration 
with the OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) 
and the Ministry of Higher Education of the Syrian Arab Republic, in 2001. The working scope of 
this Centre encompasses training in software and hardware, e.g. development of networking 
software, Internet applications and e-commerce. The Centre offers short-term trainings in office 
automation, networks, databases, various programming languages, Internet applications, and 
graphics suites. Moreover, long-term trainings are offered in e-Business, Network Security and 
Intelligent Systems. 
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

For the benefit of its Member States, COMSATS maintains close links with world 
renowned S&T institutions and international organizations working in various areas 
relevant to socio-economic development and institution building. The size and scope 
of COMSATS' international cooperation varies from national to regional to 
international levels. The usual mode of such cooperation is the sponsorship of 
projects, on-job trainings, workshops, postgraduate education scholarships, expert 
visits, as well as technical consultancies. The international cooperation is facilitated 
through bilateral and multilateral Memoranda of Understanding (MoU), Agreements 
and Letters of Intent. Presently, there are over 55 MoU signed with a number of 
national/international collaborators. 

Executive Director 
COMSATS meeting 
Palestinian Ambassador 
in Islamabad
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?The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS);
?United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);
?Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO);
?Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (AS-ICTP);
?International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB);
?United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO);
?United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);
?International Development Research Centre (IDRC);
?Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS);
?OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation 

(COMSTECH);
?Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing 

Countries (NAM S&T Centre).

Among others, COMSATS has strong working relations with the following organizations:

Diplomatic community of COMSATS Member States 
at a Dinner hosted by the honourable Minister for 
Science and Technology, Government of Pakistan
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INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

The main repository of information about COMSATS is its website, www.comsats.org. COMSATS 
strongly believes in timely dissemination of credible scientific and technological information to its 
Member States and other interested international organizations. In addition, useful information 
about scientific events, scholarships, financial support opportunities for technical projects, etc., is 
regularly circulated to the concerned organizations to facilitate their work. COMSATS regularly 
publishes a bi-monthly Newsletter, which, inter alia, contains up-to-date information on the 
undertakings of COMSATS Secretariat, COMSATS' Member States and Centres of Excellence, 
profiles of eminent scientists, S&T profiles of its Member States based on interviews of heads of the 
diplomatic missions of Member States in Pakistan, important scientific and technological 
developments from around the globe and announcements of S&T related international conferences 
and symposia. 

COMSATS' scientific journal, 'Science Vision', contains research and review articles having a focus 
on the impact of science and technology on sustainable socio-economic development. Another 
important set of publications brought out from time-to-time by COMSATS is the 'COMSATS' Series 
of Publications on Science and Technology'. COMSATS has produced in this Series a number of 
compilations of original and research-based articles on a number of S&T issues relating to 
sustainable socio-economic development. Proceedings of COMSATS' national and international 
events, having the focus of promoting Science & Technology and highlighting policy matters and 
best practices, are now included in this Series. 
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?AS-ICTP: 50 Years of Science for the Future - Views from Islamabad (September 
2015);

?Policies and Strategies for Successful Implementation of Employment-Generating 
Programmes in Renewable Energies, Biotechnology, Agriculture, Environment and 
ICTs (September 2011);

?Challenges for Socio-economic Development in Pakistan: Role of Science and 
Technology (June 2010);

?S&T Policies and Strategies for Sustainable Development (August 2008);
?Better Healthcare through Tele-Health (January 2008);
?Basic or Applied Research: Dilemma of Developing Countries (September 2007); 
?Road to Knowledge-Based Economy (May 2007);
?Tele-Health: The Modern Face of Healthcare (January 2007);
?Physics in Developing Countries: Past, Present and Future (April 2006);
?Road to Sustainable Development (January 2006).

Some of the titles published by COMSATS are:
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COMSATS in collaboration with TWAS is bringing out a series of publications titled 
'Excellence in Science' based on profiles of its International S&T Centres of Excellence, in 
order to appropriately publicize their scientific potential and technical capacity. The series aims 
to identify and document the strengths and weaknesses of these institutions in order to put their 
scientific capacity to a better use in pursuance of South-South and North-South cooperation. 
Under this cooperation, institutional profiles of ICIMOD (2016), CIF-Colombia (2013) and 
ICCBS-Pakistan (2011) have so far been published. COMSATS has been cooperating with 
international organizations to bring out joint publications. Some of these include:

?Nanotechnology: In the Edge of Convergence, joint publication with NAM S&T 
Centre, India (May 2013);

?Profiles of Institutions for Scientific Exchange and Training in the South, joint 
publication with TWAS, Italy (2007);

?Directory of Universities and Science and Technology Research Organizations in 
Islamic Countries, joint publication with ISESCO, Morocco (2006).

FINANCES

The Secretariat of COMSATS was established in Islamabad through a generous grant and a 
building from the Government of Pakistan. Its recurring operational expenditure is also borne 
by the Government of Pakistan through annual funds. The Secretariat is authorized to receive 
Annual Membership Contributions (AMC) from the Member States on voluntary basis. These 
funds are kept by COMSATS Secretariat as Trust Fund of each contributing Member State and 
are utilized for the scientific and technical activities involving respective countries. The 
'Statements of Accounts' of Member States are presented before the Management Committee, 
as well as the Coordinating Council during their meetings. The accounts are also subjected to 
annual external audits by the reputed firms. 

ndMoreover, during the 2  General Meeting of Commission, the 'COMSATS Endowment Fund' 
was established, for which the Government of Pakistan has pledged a generous contribution of 
US$ 1 million. 
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H.E. Mr. Sagada Yerlan
Kenzhegalievich
Minister
Ministry of Education and Science
010000, Astana, 11, Beibitshilik str.
Astana, Kazakhstan.
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Mr. Fazal Abbas Maken
Federal Secretary
Ministry of Science & Technology
Government of Pakistan
Constitution Avenue, G-5/2,
Islamabad, Pakistan.
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H.E. Prof. Slim Khalbous
Minister
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research
Avenue Ouled Haffouz - 1030 Tunis
Tunisia.
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thDiscussions during 19  Coordinating Council meeting 
(2016, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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